VII

RELIGIOUS  DISABILITIES

LORD JOHN RUSSELL, on the 26th of February,
1828, may be said to have practically begun his great
career as a Reform leader by bringing forward a
motion in the House of Commons, on the subject of
what were called the Test and Corporation Acts.
These Acts made up a' little code of legislation,
intended to exclude Dissenters from any manner
of State or public office, or from being elected as
members of any municipal corporation. The form
of exclusion was the imposition of a clumsily jumbled
sort of oath, which exacted from the Dissenter, as
a condition precedent to his acceptance of office, or
his election to a municipal board, that he should
renounce all the religious principles in which he
believed, and certain religious principles, also, in
which he did not believe, because the oath was a
kind of double-barrelled weapon, which aimed at
once at the Dissenters and the Roman Catholics.
Russell's was the first serious and important attack
on the whole barrier of religious test as a qualifica-
tion for admission to public employment or occupa-
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